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August 19, 2019
TO:

Architectural Review Committee



Agenda Date: August 23, 2019
FROM:
Maurice Anderson, Director

SUBJECT:
DESIGN REVIEW #2019-028, CLEAR CREEK INVESTMENT GROUP.  The 

applicant is proposing a mini storage facility on two adjoining parcels totaling 31 units 

consisting of 12,880 square feet of floor space.  The project site is zoned C-1 (Retail 

Business District) and has a land use designation of “Commercial” in the 



Westwood/Clear Creek Area Plan, 2002 and the Lassen County General Plan, 2000.  

The project site is adjacent to U.S. Highway 147 in Clear Creek, CA, near Westwood, 

CA 96137.  Neither parcel has an assigned address.  APN(S): 123-041-02, and 123-041-

26.  Staff Contact:  Kelly Mumper, Associate Planner.
The Planning Division of the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services finds as follows:
1. The applicants have submitted Design Review application #2019-028, proposing a mini storage facility on two adjoining parcels totaling 31 units consisting of 12,880 square feet of floor space.
2. The subject parcels are zoned C-1 (Retail Business District) and have a land use designation of “Commercial” in the Westwood/Clear Creek Area Plan, 2002 and the Lassen County General Plan, 2000. 
3. The Lassen County Surveyor has confirmed that each parcel included with this application was created legally.  

4. There are no improvements on either parcel.
5. Mini-storage warehouses are allowed by right in the C-1 district pursuant to Lassen County Code Section 18.36.020 (2).
6. The Westwood/Clear Creek Area Plan, 2002, and the Lassen County General Plan states the following in regards to commercial development within the designated planning area:
GOAL L-9: Increased community wealth, job opportunities and the provision of 
needed commercial services through economic growth and diversification by 
supporting the expansion of existing commercial operations and by encouraging new 
commercial ventures in appropriate locations.
GOAL L-10: New commercial development in designated areas that are designed 
and 
operated to complement and enhance the community.


POLICY LU-17: The area plan land use maps provide specific land use designations for 
areas in which commercial uses should be developed and includes 
special provisions 
for commercial uses within the designated Westwood Central Business Area and the 
Westwood Town Center, including the Neighborhood Mixed Use area.


POLICY LU-18: The County supports the economic viability of existing communities 
and will minimize the development of scattered commercial uses by directing 
commercial uses to town centers and commercial areas or the orderly expansion of 
such areas, with limited exceptions including home occupations, agricultural-related 
sales, and specially-considered local convenience and highway commercial sites.


POLICY LU-19: The County encourages entrepreneurship through locally-owned 
small businesses including light-industry, research, consulting, and e-commerce.



POLICY LU-21: The County supports a clean-up program and redevelopment effort


 
to improve the mixture and appearance of highway commercial uses along Highway 36 

in Westwood.



IMPLEMENTATION:



MEASURE LU-M: Zoning for commercial uses will be limited to areas designated 

for commercial land uses as indicated in the area plan land use maps.



MEASURE LU-N: The County will clarify and strengthen design review and code


compliance provisions applicable to commercial districts in the planning area.

7. As proposed, the mini-storage warehouse is consistent with the above mentioned goals, policies, and implementation measures of the Westwood/Clear Creek Area Plan, 2002.
8. If approved, the proposed project would be subject to Lassen County Code Chapter 18.108.155 which requires all lighting, exterior and interior, shall be designed and located so as to confine direct lighting to the premises.
9. If approved, the proposed project would be required to meet the parking and landscaping requirements in commercial zoning districts found in Lassen County Code Sections 18.108.145 and 18.36.110. 
10. Communication with the Department’s Building Division and County Surveyor indicates that if the Design Review Application were approved, that a Merger would be required to be recorded prior to a Building Permit being issued.  
11. No information regarding signage was provided with this application.

12. The Community of Westwood Design Guidelines do not apply to projects located in Clear Creek. 
The Planning Division of the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services recommends the following conditions be placed on the project if approved:
1.
A merger application will be required prior to the applicant applying for a building permit for 
the proposed mini-storage warehouses. 
2.  Any proposed signage will require a separate Design Review Application.
3.  If any conifer species of trees are to be removed, the applicant shall follow any CAL FIRE      
permitting or application processes required for said removal. 
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