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County of Lassen




Department of Planning and Building Services



April 29, 2020
TO:

Lassen County Planning Commission 



Agenda Date: May 5, 2020

FROM:
Maurice L. Anderson, Director

RE:

Draft Safety Element Amendment to Incorporate the Hazard Mitigation Plan
As required by Government Code Section 65302(g), the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services has prepared a draft amendment to the Lassen County Safety Element. Said amendment proposes to incorporate the Multi-Jurisdictional, Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP), adopted by the Board of Supervisors, Susanville City Council and the Susanville Indian Rancheria and approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency on January 15, 2019, into the Lassen County Safety Element.  
The proposed amendment does not make any changes to the 1974 safety Element (see discussion below) other than incorporating the HMP already adopted by the Board of Supervisors into the current Safety Element.  That said, it is acknowledged that a comprehensive update of the 1974 Safety Element is required.  Accordingly, and as discussed in more detail below, staff is in the process of preparing a comprehensive update to the Lassen County Safety Element.  It is anticipated that said update will be completed during the 2020/2021 Fiscal Year.  

It is recommended that the Safety Element be updated to incorporate the current HMP as soon as possible (without waiting for the planned full update of the Safety Element to be completed) in order to maintain the ability to secure certain Federal Emergency Management Agency funding in the event of a disaster.  
The Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) proposed to be incorporated through the attached draft Safety Element amendment can be viewed through the link below.  Alternatively, you can use your internet browser to navigate to the Department’s page on the Lassen County website, where you will find the HMP under the “Resources” tab (the HMP is the last document in the list you will see when you click this link).  :

http://www.lassencounty.org/government/resources/planning-and-building-services
Background:

The Safety Element of the Lassen County General Plan was originally adopted in 1974 through Resolution No. 2552, as Exhibit “B.” The title of Exhibit “B” is the “Safety and Seismic Safety Element.”  This amendment does not propose any changes to the Safety Element, other than adoption of the current HMP and providing a proposed “structure” for the element (e.g. cover page, table of contents, etc.).
The best available executed copy of Resolution 2552, which adopted the 1974 “Safety and Seismic Safety Element,” is included in the proposed amendment for reference.  
The “Safety and Seismic Safety Element” (Exhibit “B” of said resolution) is also included in the proposed amendment.  However, said Exhibit has been re-typed since the available copy is very poor.  The Noise Element, referred to as Exhibit A of the above referenced resolution has been updated as a separate document and is not provided.

Future Amendment
It is acknowledged that the element is currently not in compliance with all of the requirements described in section 65302 of the Government Code (See attached Government Code sections).  In the attached review by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (titled “Lassen County – Final review”), it was recommended by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, that the Safety Element be updated as soon as possible to come into full compliance with the above Government Code section and any other pertinent requirements.  As such, Lassen County has already taken steps to achieve the goal to update the element and it is anticipated that the required process and the adoption of a fully compliant Safety Element will be concluded during the 2020/2021 Fiscal Year.  Specifically, a Request for Proposals was circulated and contract negotiations are currently underway to hire the consulting firm Dudek to assist Lassen County in preparing the updated safety element.  
California Environmental Quality Act

The Lassen County Environmental Review Officer has derermined that the proposed amendment to the Safety element is exempt from The California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to the following sections of the CEQA Guidelines:

· 15307:  Class 7 consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies as authorized by state law or local ordinance to assure the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of a natural resource where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment. Examples include but are not limited to wildlife preservation activities of the State Department of Fish and Game. Construction activities are not included in this exemption.
· 15308: Class 8 consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment. Construction activities and relaxation of standards allowing environmental degradation are not included in this exemption.
· 15061(b)(3): The activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Planning Commission Action
As the advisory body to the Board of Supervisors, the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the draft safety element. The Board of Supervisors will consider adoption of the draft safety element at a future date, taking into account any recommendation that the Planning Commission may make at this hearing.  A resolution is attached for consideration by the Planning Commission, recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve the propoes amendment to the Safety Element.  
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